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4. The Cross 
 
The image of Jesus Christ crucified is called a Crucifix. “Crux” was the ancient 
Roman word for the gallows on which criminals were put to death. It was an 
upright tree-trunk or beam of wood with a cross-bream near the top. The hands of 
the condemned man were fixed to the cross-bream and his feet to the upright by 
means of ropes or, for the worst types of criminals, by nails driven into wrists and 
feet. The limbs stiffened in terrible cramps and quickly went rigid. The body, 
sagging on tried arms, dragged down the chest and the victim had to heave 
himself up on wounded hands for every breath. In the end he became too weak 
to lift himself, the lungs became congested, the strain on the heart was 
unbearable and he died in agony. 
 
      Christ suffered this terrible death and rose from the dead to save men from 
the effects of sin and unite them to God. Catholics believe that God could have 
saved man from sin in any other way if he wanted to. Yet, he chose this particular 
way. 
     
    As we look more closely in this and the next lesson, at the story of the death 
and resurrection of Christ, we can hope to see something of the depth of love 
which prompted it. 
 
    An unknown poet has written: 

“I cannot tell how he could love 
 a soul so weak and full of sin. 
 Yet his love must be most wonderful, 
 Since he has died my soul to win”. 
 

                        +              +              + 
 
The Agony in the Garden 
On the night before he died Jesus ate the religious meal of the Passover with the 
Apostles, his twelve chief disciples. He was sad because he knew he was to be 
betrayed to death that night by one who sat at the table with him. Judas, the 
traitor, left the meal to sell Christ to his enemies for thirty of silver. After the meal 
Jesus went with his Apostles to a garden called Gethsemane, just outside 
Jerusalem. He took Peter, James and John in with him and asked them to keep 
him company in prayer, for as he said himself, he was so sad he almost died of 
grief. He went a little distance from them and with face to the ground began to 
pray, and they knew from his groans that he was in terrible agony of mind. They 
heard him cry to God his Father to save him from the sufferings that he knew 
were to come, yet in the same breath he prayed that God’s will should be done. 
He was God-made-man, but he did not spare himself any trials of human nature. 
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He suffered agonies at the thought of the savage cruelty of crucifixion and the 
pains of violent death, but more from the thought of the hatred and ingratitude of 
those he loved. 
 
    He was in such agony that, it is written, “his sweat became like great drops of 
blood falling down upon the ground.” (Luke 22, 44) Twice he went to his friends 
for comfort and found them sleeping. 
 
    Then the traitor Judas came, leading the soldiers and police who were to arrest 
him. Judas had given them a sign by which they would know Jesus. He would 
give him a kiss of peace. Jesus said sadly: “Judas, would you betray the Son of 
Man with a kiss?” 
 
    Now he was calm. He showed that he went freely to death. He said to those 
sent to arrest him, “Whom do you seek?” They replied, “Jesus of Nazareth.” He 
said. “I am he.” When he said this they drew back and fell to the ground. He 
waited for them to recover themselves. Peter drew a sword and slashed at one of 
them cutting off his right ear, but Jesus stopped him. He went quietly to his trial 
and death. 
 
His Trial 
They took him to be tried by the Jewish religious court in the house of the High 
Priest. Lying witnesses were brought who contradicted one another, so that 
Jesus had no need to deny their charges and remained silent. The High Priest 
put him on oath to answer truly to one final question: “Are you the Christ, the Son 
of the Blessed One?” (Mark 14, 61) Jesus replied, “I am.” The High Priest tore his 
cloak as a sign of horror and asked for the verdict of the court. The court ruled he 
had blasphemed in saying he was the Son of God and was guilty of death. 
 
    They took him to Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor of Palestine, and 
demanded that he should be condemned to death. They did not accuse him 
before Pilate of claiming to be the Son of God, but of stirring up the people to 
revolt and claiming to be a king. Pilate questioned him and realized that he was 
claiming religious and not political authority. He wanted to let Christ go free but 
was afraid of causing trouble in his province. He tried to get out of the difficulty by 
sending him to be tried by the Jewish king Herod. Herod mocked Christ and sent 
him back. Pilate then tried another ruse. It was the custom to release a prisoner 
on the occasion of the holiday of the Passover, and he asked the crowd whom 
they would prefer to have released, Jesus or a violent criminal named Barabbas. 
Christ’s enemies stirred up the people to cry, “Barabbas.” Pilate then had Christ 
scourged, which was the penalty next in severity to the death sentence, hoping 
the Jews would be satisfied with that. 
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The Scourging 
He was scourged on the back and chest with leather thongs tipped with metal. 
The soldiers who executed the sentence, hearing that Christ had been accused 
of claiming to be king, made cruel sport of him. The pressed a crown of thorns on 
his forehead, put a scarlet cloak about his bleeding shoulders and a reed in his 
right hand for a scepter. They knelt before him one by one, cried, “Hail, King of 
the Jews,” and hit him and spat upon him. 
 
Pilate though the mob would now be satisfied and showed Jesus to them, saying 
simply, “Ecce homo—Behold the Man!” They yelled, “Crucify him!” The governor 
sent for a bowl of water and washed his hands in public, saying, ‘I am innocent of 
this man’s blood; it is your concern.” (Matthew 27, 24) And the shouted, “His 
blood be on us and on our children.” Jesus was then taken away to be crucified. 
 
The Way of the Cross 
He had to carry the cross on which he was to be crucified to the place of 
execution, a little hill called Calvary outside the walls of Jerusalem. They met a 
man on the way called Simon, who came from Cyrene in Libya, and they made 
him carry the cross because Jesus was too weak to do so. Some good women 
wept with pity at the sight of him and he told them to save their tears for their own 
sorrows and those of their children. 
 
    At Calvary he was nailed to the cross. He hung on it for about three hours. Two 
thieves were crucified with him, one on either side. On his cross was written the 
charge on which he had been condemned to death, “Jesus of Narareth, King of 
the Jews.” 
 
    Some of his friends followed him to Calvary, among whom were Mary his 
mother, John the Apostle, Mary Magdalene and some women from his won 
district of Galilee. He prayed for those who were putting him to death, saying, 
“Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.” It seems that he recited to 
himself the twenty-second psalm, for he cried out the first words of it, “My God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 
 
    Passers-by scoffed at him and told him to work a miracle to save himself. One 
of the thieves crucified with him jeered at him, but the other asked him to 
remember hem in heaven, and to the latter he said, “Truly, I say to you, today you 
will be with me in paradise.” 
 
Looking down from the cross he saw his mother and the disciple John, who was 
particularly dear to him, standing next to her. He said to his mother, “Woman 
behold your son,” and to John, “Behold your mother.” And from that hour the 
disciple took her to his own home. 
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    Jesus cried, “I am thirsty,” and they held up on a stick a sponge dipped in 
vinegar which he drank. Earlier he had refused to drink wine drugged with myrrh 
which would have helped alleviate his pain. Finally he said, “It is finished,” and 
cried in an amazingly loud voice, “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit.” Then 
he died. 
 
    The Jews did not wish the bodies to be hanging there on their holy day, the 
Sabbath, which began at sundown. The legs of the two thieves were broken so 
that they could no longer support themselves on their feet and were unable to 
raise their chases to breathe. The executioners saw there was no need to break 
the legs of Jesus because he was clearly already dead, but a soldier plunged a 
spear into his side to make absolutely sure. The Gospel according to St. John 
records that “Blood and water” came out from the wound and adds: “He who saw 
it has borne witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth –
that you also may believe.” In other words, this is the evidence of an eyewitness. 
 
    Joseph of Arimathea got permission from the Roman governor to take Christ’s 
body down and bury it in a tomb he owned near the place of crucifixion. With the 
help of Nicodemus it was wrapped in linen cloths and laid in the tomb. A great 
stone was rolled over the opening and was sealed down by order of the priests. 
 
    (All four gospels give an account of the passion and death of Jesus: Matt. 26, 
36—27, 66;  Mark 14, 32—15, 47; Luke 22, 39—23, 56; John 18, 1—19, 42) 
 
A Triumph 
The act of crucifying Jesus Christ was for those responsible a terrible sin. Yet in 
itself his death was not a tragedy but a triumph. He made it clear on several 
occasions that he knew he was going to be put to death. He used the wickedness 
and sinfulness of his enemies as an instrument through which he offered his life 
in sacrifice to God on behalf of all men. He foretold the manner of his death and 
some of the details. He indicated the man who would betray him. He suffered 
terrible anguish when the time came, but he was perfectly in control when he 
faced those who came to arrest him, and when they fell to the ground in 
confusion he waited for them to recover themselves. He also made it clear that he 
died because he wished it. 
 
    Long before his arrest he had said: “I lay down my life, that I may take it again. 
No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it 
down and I have power to take it again” (John 10, 17—18). Not only did he freely 
accept his death, he looked forward to it longingly. He called it his hour of glory 
because through it he would pass out of the state in which fallen man lives, land 
rise into the glory of Heaven and lift man up with himself. 
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    His death then was the beginning of his triumph. He told Pilate he was a king. 
He was also a priest offering a sacrifice, that of himself. Many crucifixes show 
Christ wearing a crown and dressed in the vestments of a priest. 
 
Original Sin 
It is impossible to understand fully the meaning of this terrible death of Christ on 
the Cross, because the death of God-made-man will always be in part a mystery 
to us. Yet the Bible in both Old Testament and New Testament helps us to 
understand something of it. The English word “atonement” suggests the main 
idea. Man had separated himself from God by his sins. God became man to 
make man “at-one” with God again. 
 
    In the first book of the Bible there is a narrative which illustrates man’s first 
break with God. It is the well known story of Adam and Eve. It shows us man in 
ideal surroundings, living in loving friendship with his Maker. He then rejects this 
friendship and loses his original happiness. This initial rejection of God by man 
(we call it Original Sin) affects us all. It separated all mankind from God. Through 
it all mankind lost the higher-than natural life of union with God. We express this 
by saying that man lost “supernatural” life. The exact nature of that first sin of the 
human race has not been clearly revealed to us, but we know that it was some 
kind of a refusal by man to acknowledge his complete dependence on God. Each 
of us has ratified it by our own personal sins. 
 
    Many great Christian thinkers over the centuries have tried to understand this 
Original Sin more fully. They tell us that it was some form of rejection of God, 
including pride, disbelief and ambition. As the representative of the whole human 
family, Adam rejected the supernatural gift of divine love given to him by God. 
That gift was to be transmitted to all his descendants together with human life 
itself, but Adam lost it by his sin. 
 
    It is not the personal sin of Adam that is imputed to us, not his personal 
ambition, or pride, or disobedience. But we are all implicated in it in so far as he 
acted as head of the human race. We shared with him in the deprivation of that 
special gift of divine love, which resulted from his sin. 
 
    Hence, Original Sin is not personal to us, but it comes to us only because of 
our membership of the human race. The only one exception in the whole history 
of mankind, the only human being who was not deprived of this original gift of 
divine love from the moment of conception, was Mary the Mother of God. This is 
what we call her Immaculate Conception, a unique privilege granted to her alone. 
We will return to that again in lesson 15. 
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    We believe that Original Sin is the cause of the tendency to evil which we all 
know so well in our own character. Pagans know it as well as Christian. “I see the 
better thing but I follow the worse” said a pagan poet. St. Paul wrote: “I delight in 
the law of God, in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war 
with the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin which dwells in 
my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of 
death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ Our Lord” (Rom. 7, 22-25). 
 
God Promised a Saviour 
The human race had failed and God might have wiped it out completely. But in 
his mercy he spared the human race and promised that one day there would 
come a Saviour. This promise is revealed in the Bible story of Adam and Eve in 
the words spoken by God to the devil who tempted them: 
 
“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and 
her seed; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel” (Gen. 3, 
15). 
 
    For long centuries, nobody knows how long, the human race struggled on in 
darkness. Men could know something about God because they still had their 
intelligence but they were not as God had intended them to be because they 
were affected by man’s Original Sin. Of themselves they were not capable of 
undoing the tragic effects of sin and making themselves again “at-one” with God. 
 
    The Old testament tells how God saved a chosen people and made a solemn 
testament with them. He led them out of Egypt and promised to cherish them as 
his own dear possession. They in return promised to serve him. He would be their 
God; they would be his people. This testament was made at Mt. Sinai. A 
Testament between men is sealed with a stamp on wax and a signature. This one 
was sealed in blood. An animal was offered in sacrifice to God and the High 
Priest took the blood of the animal into the innermost part of the holy place and 
sprinkled it before the Presence of God. Offering the life-blood of the animal was 
a sign that the people knew they owed their life to God. 
 
    Every year on the Day of Atonement, the Israelites remembered this 
testament. In the inner shrine of the Temple, called the Holy of Holies, was kept 
the chest of cedar-wood containing the stone tablets on which the Ten 
Commandments were engraved. Above this chest was a ledge or throne of gold, 
with two carved figures on either side of it representing the mighty ministers who 
stand before the throne of God in heaven. This throne was called the propitiatory 
and was the place where God was present for the Israelites. Once a year, on the 
Day of Atonement an animal was offered in sacrifice and the High Priest took its 
blood into the Holy of Holies and sprinkled it on the propitiatory. The shedding of 
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the life-blood of the animal was a sign that the people admitted that they had 
sinned against the God to whom they owed their life. They begged God’s pardon 
and believed that he in his loving kindness forgave them and they were 
reconciled with him. 
 
Christ’s Atonement 
This weak sign was pleasing to God. But it was not good enough to outweigh the 
sins of the whole human race. Nothing man could do by himself could be enough. 
He was bogged down in wickedness, a slave to his own passions, helpless in a 
corrupt world where evil was in command. Therefore “when the time had fully 
come” (Gal. 4, 4), at the due moment, God-the-Son identified himself with our 
fallen human nature by becoming man. Through him, and with him, the whole 
human race was  lifted up and offered in sacrifice to God the Father on the Cross. 
He is the one mediator through whom it is possible for each member of the 
human race to be made at one with God. He brought into the human race his own 
divine power which was able to change man and lift him out of his fallen and 
helpless state. 
 
    Jesus Christ chose to enter completely into this fallen state. He lived like an 
ordinary man, without any of the honour and glory which was due to him as Son 
of God. The Israelites expected a saviour who would be a conquering king. Jesus 
rejected that idea. He had an ordinary human nature, but without sin. All man’s 
sins are rooted in pride and self-will. Jesus humbled himself and bowed to the will 
of the Father. He was obedient unto death.  
 
    Indeed he entered completely into the condition of fallen man to the point of 
becoming abject and despised. He died the death of a criminal in a brutal 
manner. He was so ill-treated that men would shudder and turn away from the 
sight of him. 
 

He made the complete offering of his life, shedding his life’s blood. He offered 
himself as the victim of a sacrifice of atonement. The Old Testament was sealed 
in the blood of an animal; the New Testament was sealed in Christ’s blood. The 
offering of the blood of an animal was a weak sign of repentance and of the 
people’s belief in the loving forgiveness of God. The sacrifice of Christ offered by 
himself, the Son of God, was of infinite value. It was sufficient to outweigh all the 
sins of the human race and make it at one with God. It was the perfect 
“atonement.” 
 
The Suffering Servant 
Hundreds of years before the death of Christ, God moved the prophet Isaiah to 
express these truths in a beautiful and sad poem on the theme of the “Suffering 
Servant.” The “Servant” is the people of Israel, but also it is the Messiah or 
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Saviour of the people, who was to represent the people and make up for all their 
sins. Only in Jesus was the poem fulfilled. Here are some of its lines, (Is. 53, 3-7), 
made familiar to many through the music of Handel’s “Messiah.” 
 
  He was despised and rejected by men 
  a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 
  and as one from whom men hide their faces 
  he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
 
  Surely he has borne our griefs 
  and carried our sorrows; 
  yet we esteemed him stricken, 
  smitten by God, and afflicted. 
   
But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
he was bruised for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that made us whole, 
and with his stripes we are healed. 
 
All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned every one to his own way; 
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
 
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
yet he opened not his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
and like a sheep that before its shearers is dumb, 
so he opened not his mouth. 
 
The Greatest Love 
The death of Jesus Christ is the greatest proof of God’s love for us. Death is the 
result of sin and he who was sinless need not have died. But he accepted death 
to experience the lowest depths of human suffering. He gave up completely all 
the rights to glory which belonged to him as the Son of God. He gave death a 
new meaning. It is not the end, but the gateway to the beginning. It is the 
passage to glory for those who are united to Christ. 
 
    His death is the mark of the greatest love the world can ever know. He said, 
“Greater love has no man than this, that man lay down his life for his friends.” 
(John 15, 13). 
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Seeing God in Christ 
There is a simple, yet far reaching little episode, in St. John’s Gospel from the 
account of Christ’s last talk with his Apostles the night before he died. He had 
been telling them many things about his Father in heaven. 
 
    Philip was obviously a bit confused by all this talk about God the Father in 
heaven. The story continues: 

 
  “Philip said to him, ‘Lord show us the Father, and we shall be satisfied’. 
Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you so long and yet you do not know 
me, Philip? 
    “He who has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14, 8-9). 
 

    If only we could grasp this point clearly, that Jesus is the revelation of God the 
Father, we would continue to grow in awareness of the love and compassion and 
kindness and mercy of God. when we see the crucified Christ dying for love of 
men, we should try to hear him say, “He who has seen me has seen the Father”. 
When we think about Christ’s concern for the multitude without bread for three 
days, we can see the compassion of God. “h who has seen me has seen the 
Father”. When we read the account of Christ passing through the villages of 
Galilee doing good, healing the sick, forgiving sin, etc., we can see the 
compassion and kindness and mercy of God. “He who has seen me has seen the 
Father”. 
 
Was Christ’s Death Necessary? 
A single drop of Christ’s blood would have sufficed to redeem the whole world, 
because it was the blood of a divine Person. The least suffering, the lightest 
humiliation of Christ, a single desire on his part, would have been enough to 
make atonement for all the sins of the human race, because all his actions were 
the actions of a divine Person. Why then did he suffer so much and die such a 
terrible death? 
 
    The human race needed all this in order to be convinced of the immensity of 
God’s love and the awful malice of sin. God willed that such a death should show 
us first of all the love of the Son for the Father, within the Blessed Trinity. “That 
the world may know that I love the Father” (John 14, 31). He willed that it should 
show us that same love reaching down to us. “Greater love has no man than this” 
(John 15, 13). 
 
    It was not God that needed to be convinced, it was us. We need all of this to 
help us see something of the depth of love which exists within God himself, and 
of the extent to which God shares that love with us. We need it also, to convince 
us of the malice of sin by which that bond of love between God and us is broken. 
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    When we contemplate Christ dying for us on the Cross, we think of two things, 
love and sin, the immeasurable love of God reaching down to us, and the terrible 
malice of our own sins and the sins of all humanity. 
 
 
                    +                +                  + 
 
    Each year on September 14th, the Catholic Church celebrates the Feast of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross. The manner in which it honours the Cross is in the 
Sacrifice of the Mass. There is a deep sense of joy in the prayers and readings of 
this special Mass. 
 

The second Reading is from St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians. Part of the 
Reading is as follows: 

 
“And being found in human form He (Christ Jesus) humbled himself and 
became obedient unto death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has 
highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name which is above every 
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father”. (Philipp 2, 8-11). 
 

    We have a practice in the Catholic Church of beginning and ending prayers 
with a Sign of the Cross. This will be explained at the end of Lesson 6. The Sign 
of the Cross is not an empty gesture. It is an action which should reflect the deep 
joy which we mentioned above. It is a constant reminder to us that the Cross 
brought Salvation. The Alleluia verse of the Mass of the Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross is as follows; “Alleluia, Alleluia! We adore you, O Christ and we bless you, 
because by your cross you have redeemed the world. Alleluia.” 
 
    There is a devotional service in the Church called the Stations of the Cross. As 
the name implies it is a religious ceremony which focuses on the Cross, depicting 
fourteen incidents of the Way of the Cross. It is a strong, visual reminder of the 
part the Cross played in our Salvation. Lesson Nineteen will explain this devotion 
more fully. 
 
    In Lesson 5 we will talk about the Resurrection. In fact the Cross and 
Resurrection are interconnected. We see that union expressed in prayers, for 
example, “Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free. You are the 
Saviour of the world”, and “Dying you destroyed our death, rising you restored our 
life, Lord Jesus come in glory.” These prayers are among the Acclamations made 
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by the people present at Mass after the consecration when the bread and wine 
are changed into the Body and Blood of Christ. 
 
 
                   +                 +                 + 
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HOW TO PRAY 
 
Asking for Things in Prayer 
 
In the prayer of petition, i.e., asking God for things in prayer, the most 
important and necessary requirement is the willingness to be resigned to 
God’s will. Christ Himself gives us the perfect example of this in His prayer in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. He was in an agony of apprehension about what He was 
to suffer on the next day—the first Good Friday. And He prayed: “Father, if thou 
art willing, remove this cup from me.” Then He added, “Nevertheless not my will, 
but thine, be done” (Luke 22, 42). 
 
    The first thing then to ask God for is the strength to live as He wants us to live. 
Many people try to make god fit into their plans but they should rather try to make 
themselves fit into God’s plans. It is quite all right to ask God for the things we 
would like to have, such as good health, etc. Often He is only waiting for us to ask 
for these things. But sometimes He wants us to go without these things and to 
accept the hard things that He sends us. That is why we should often ask him for 
the strength to do everything He is asking of us. We are only weak human 
beings, and therefore we often find it hard to keep God’s commandments. It will 
be easier if we ask His help. We should ask Him, for example, to help us keep 
this Commandment or that law, or to accept this or that cross or disappointment, 
or to make us strong enough to keep away from something that we know is 
unlawful. 
 
Every Prayer is Answered 
 
God guarantees that no prayer will go unanswered. (See Matt. 7, 7-11). This 
does not mean, however, that He will necessarily give us just what we are asking 
for. Sometimes the things we ask for are not for our good, even though they 
seem to us most desirable. Because He is our Father, with a father’s loving 
concern for our welfare, God does not grant such requests in the exact form we 
ask for them. But every sincere prayer is answered in some  way. If God does not 
give what we ask for he gives something else which we need more. 
     
    The story is told of a child who wanted a bicycle for Christmas. The child’s 
father did not believe in God, and thought that he would discourage his child’s 
belief by telling him: “You want a bicycle for Christmas. You believe God can do 
everything; ask Him for it.” Christmas Day arrived, and no bicycle. The father was 
delighted. “There you are,” he said, “God did not give you your bicycle. He did not 
answer your prayer.” 
 
   “Oh, yes He did!” replied the child, “He said ‘No’.” 
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Formal and Informal Prayer 
 
It helps our understanding of prayer if we distinguish between formal prayer and 
informal prayer. The ‘Our Father’ and the Psalms are examples of formal prayers. 
Most people find formal prayers helpful when they are tired or sick, or not inclined 
to think much. The gathering together of formal prayers which appeal to us is a 
helpful practice. Formal prayers are also necessary when we are praying 
together. 
 
    Informal prayer, i.e. praying in your own words or even without words (mental 
prayer), is the better kind of private prayer. It exercises our faith and hope and 
charity. It brings our spiritual needs vividly before our minds. 
 
    Friends need to communicate regularly with each other in order to maintain 
and strengthen their friendship. All our prayers, whether formal or informal, are 
the means by which we communicate with God. We need to pray regularly in 
order to maintain and strengthen our friendship with him. 
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POINTS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. What in your opinion, is the chief reason why Christ died? 
 
2. What was the crime for which Christ was condemned to death? 

 
3. Quote from St. John’s Gospel (chapter 10) to show that Christ died 

willingly? What other incidents during the story of his arrest and trial 
show that he died willingly? 

 
4. To what extent do you think the Bible Story of original sin is literally 

true? 
 

5. What sort of saviour were the Israelites expecting? How did the 
prophet Isaiah describe the saviour? 

 
6. Christ gave death a new meaning. Comment on this. 

   
 


